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Budget   
Earlier this afternoon, Dr. Presley and I agreed that we would recommend to the Finance Committee and 
the full Board of Education that we withdraw the proposal to privatize the paraprofessionals, which was 
included in the approved preliminary budget for the 2013 – 2014 school year.  Upon further consideration 
and discussion, we agreed that there was not adequate time to properly implement the proposal should it 
have been retained in the final budget which will be approved on March 28, 2013. 
 
My team and I will continue to meet over the next few days to determine other alternative cuts to the 
budget and will be sharing those suggestions with the Finance Committee shortly.  We continue to 
welcome your comments and suggestions via our on-line survey on the district website.  You may also 
drop off a paper comment in the box in the lobby of the Board Office. 
 
The upcoming Community Forum will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 at 7:30 PM in the Franklin 
High School Cafeteria.  The format of this meeting will be a working session for those individuals who 
wish to ask specific questions about budget items or offer specific suggestions about the budget.  There 
will not be an opportunity for public comment as is the case in a Board of Education meeting.  Since this 
will be a more intimate setting, we have asked that those who wish to attend RSVP to Mary Clark at the 
Board Office and submit their specific questions or suggestions to her as well.  The deadline to do so has 
been extended until tomorrow, Friday, March 15, 2013.  
 
An Amazing Curriculum Expo   
I would like to commend Mr. John Felix, one of our very dedicated parents, for teaming with Ms. Pagan, 
Ms. Bruno, Mr. Grippo and the many other administrators and teachers for their planning and 
implementation efforts in creating an opportunity for our community to experience our curricular offerings 
in an extremely interactive and exciting way.  I am especially appreciative of our staff volunteers that 
participated in this event.  It speaks to their professionalism and dedication to our school district.  It is my 
hope that this event will be the beginning of a new tradition for our school district and community.  
 
Minimum Session Day   
On Monday, April 8, 2013, there will be a previously unscheduled minimum session day for all schools in 
the district so that we can review the Teach NJ Evaluation Guidelines with our entire staff in preparation 
for the integration of student outcomes in teacher and principal evaluations before the end of this school 
year.  This initiative is part of Governor Christie’s Education Reform Agenda which was adopted on 
August 6, 2012 and released by the Department of Education on March 6, 2013.  Our website will be 
updated with the minimum session information and parents/guardians will receive reminder phone calls 
as the date approaches.  


